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Describes the experiences of the author and his crew sailing up the California coast and includes

historical anecdotes connected with places along the way.
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Scott Oâ€™Dell (1898â€“1989), one of the most respected authors of historical fiction, received the

Newbery Medal, three Newbery Honor Medals, and the Hans Christian Andersen Author Medal, the

highest international recognition for a body of work by an author of books for young readers. Some

of his many books include The Island of the Blue Dolphins, The Road to Damietta, Sing Down the

Moon, and The Black Pearl. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Again, a great book to help cover CA history. My boys and I really enjoyed reading it together.

Terrific book especially for history lovers. A fun little history of the California coast.

I read this book aloud to my children, ages 9 and 6. In the novel, the author, Scott O'Dell (author of

Island of the Blue Dolphins and other works) travels up the coast of California in his own boat, with

his wife as navigator, and a friend and one hired person as crew. Each chapter talks a little bit about

the author's boat travels (including lots of boating/ship terms and references) alternating with

O'Dell's musings about the history, geography or flora/fauna of the California coast. For example, as

he leaves the San Diego port, he talks about that, reflects on the battle of San Pasqual in the area in

the past and comments on kelp beds and recent environmental history. O'Dell is very much



interested in environmental preservation, which comes through clearly in this writing. He has a clear

love of the CA coast.In our studies, we used the book as a jump point in our history study. So when

O'Dell talked about Jed Smith in history, we broke off to read more about Jed Smith.We found the

boat/ship terminology a bit tough going at times, especially with my 6yo 1st grader. Even I found it a

bit tedious, but then again I'm not a sailor (thus 4 stars for us instead of 5). If you are, that may be

the best part of the book for you! History fans will find much to enjoy though in his engaging

recounting of some of the events in California's history. My young children love his fictional writing,

and much enjoyed this work of his as well. This book is not written for children but those interested

in California history will probably much enjoy it.
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